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natural beauty
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O MOST PEOPLE. THE AREA COVERED BY THE NOHKITH

EAST MANCHESTER PARKS IS ONE BLIGHTED BY THE

INDUSTRIAL AGE WHICH BROUGHT EMPLOYMENT, BUT AT A
COST TO THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE. CLAYTON VALE FOR INSTANCE, ¥ 4

- i
ONCE A QUIET RIVER VALLEY, WAS ALMOST TOTALLY DESTROYED 'BY ‘.'

POLLUTION AND NEGLECT. IT MAY THEREFORE cduﬁﬂté NT
3 e
-~
SURPRISE TO SEE HOW THE CITY COUNCIL AND ITS F_Aﬂm‘,n ¥ ‘ﬁtl,l
» ¥ -

MEDLOCK  VALLEY SCHEME ARE DBRINGING ABOUT A

EXAMPLE OF TRUE URBAN COUNTRY PARKLAND, A HAVEN FOR WILDLIFE
AND AN IDEAL SPOT FOR INFORMAL LEISURE. THIS REJUVENATION HAS

BEEN GIVEN A BOOST AS EAST MANCHESTER BECOMES THE FOCUS FOR THE

pA Davers forg

terilellife and an

2002 COMMONWEALTH GAMES AND THE NORKTH EAST PARKS FORM THE

MAIN LEISURE AREA FOR VISITORS ATTRACTED BY THE MANY ACTIVITIES.

fdeal spot for

leisure.




TRAIL I5 APPROXIMATELY
4 MILES LONG AND AN AVERAGE
TIME TO WALK IT WOULD BE 2 1/2
HOURS THOUGH YOU DO NOT HAVE
10O COMPLETE THE ENTIRE TRAIL
AT OME TIME AS THERE ARE
SEVERAL ENTRY POINTS ACCESSIBLE
BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT. WE START
HERE AT CLAYTON HALL BLUT YOI
CAN COVER THE TRAIL IN THE REVERSE
DIRECTION STARTING AT BRISCOE LAMNE.
FOR THOSE WITH THE TIME OR
INCLINATION ONLY TO COVER PART
OF THE TRAIL, WE SUGGEST YOI
TAKE A BUS TO PHILIFS PARK AND
WALK THROUGH THE LUSH
CLAYTOMN VALE, ENDING AT

CLAYTON BRIDGE.

W

BY CAR
There is parking behind the Bay Horse
public house, and a few spaces in
Brookdale Park. There is road side
parking in Fairclough Street, which
runs between Philips Park and the
Velodrome. There is also parking on
Riverpark Road adjacent to the
Dissenters gate entrance to Philips

Park Cemetery

A shining
example af true
wrlban cotntry

fravrleland,

BY RAIL

From Manchester Victoria every half
hour on the Manchester-Oldham-
Rochdale loop line to Dean Lane,
which is appros. half a mile from
Brookdale Park, ideal if you only wish

o walk the centreal section.

BY BUS

Frequent services from Manchester
City Centre (o various Access poines:-
Droylesden Road, Newron Heath for
Brookdale Park and Clayron Bridge.
Allan Turing Way, Bradford for Philips
Park and Cemerery:. Ashton New Road,

Clayton for Clayton Park and Hall.

DESIGNATED PICNIC SPFPOTS
Beside the Visitor Centre and in
Philips Park. There are also countless
spots where you can picnic in Clayron
Vale, while The Bay Horse Inn provides

a welcome pause for refreshment,
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.Flh\llk OF PEANTS AND INSECTS 4N THE
ROCKS OF THE:AREA SHOW A VERY
"' PERFHRENT CLIMATI AND LANDSCAPE
FROM “TORAY'S. SWAMP FORESTS AN
LUURIANT t!u W TH WERE: ENCOURAGED
BY THE WARM MOIST AIR, AT THE START
OF THE TRIASSIC PERIOD, BRITAIN. WAS
LARGELY COVERED BY DESERT. THEN THE
LANIDSANETRODUCNG A GREAT SALT LAK]
COVER MUCH OF NORTHERN BRITAIN, AFTER
WHICH THE IHSERT CONDITIONS RETURNELL

i
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15 on Ashron New

LAY TN
Road, hidden behind the trees in a
small park just before the cenotaph,
Cross the narrow moar bridge into the

grounds of the Hall.

A Grade 2 Star listed building, the
Hall is a rare example of a medieval
moated sive, Originally built for the
Clayron Family, it passed into the
hands of the Byron family (of which
the poct Lord Byron was a member) in
194, The Byrons lived here unil they
sold it ro two London merchants,
George and Humphrey Chetham, in
1620, Humphrey is famous for
founding Chethams School and
Library in the centre of Manchester.
Afrer an eventful life, Humphrey
Chetham died ar the Hall in 1653, In
1897 Clayron Hall was acquired by
Manchesrer City Corporation, which
had ensured the survival of this
romantic link with the past in

a most unlikely area.

Viewed from owside, the secrion on

the right is the older half, dating back

to the 16th century The left half dates

fram the 18th cemtury and contained
the dining room, kirchen, larder,
scullery and panrry of the Hall,
During the Civil War, Rovalist cavalry
were stationed here, before the arack
on Manchester, According to legend
Oliver Cromwell was also said to have
spent three nighes ar the Hall, though

e e th‘ same fime!

THE GHOSTS OF

CLAYTON HALL

Mo old hall would be complere
without its ghests, bur Clayton Hall
boasts three, The Bopgart, an evil and
mischievous spirit, lived in the Bell
Tower. He rattled chains and had a
nasty habir of snatching your
bedelothes as you slepr, A clergyman
was called in o exorcise the ghost,

but anly succeeded in dislodging the

Boggart inta a cupboard off the dining

room, which vou can visit.

(GRID NEFENENCE
S4 A0TE GO

There is also a Grey Lady wh,

rradition has it, was murdered in the

Hall sevme four hundred vears apo,

Last bur por least is the spirit of 4
child who in the 18th century fell into
a fire and was burned alive. The
present children in the renred half of
the Hall have scen and apparemly
‘played” with her, Mysterious lights
have also been seen and an electrician
called in on one occasion was so terrificd

he refised to rerurn o complete the job,

The oldest surviving structure on the
site is the sandstone bridge crossing
the moat. Dating from late medieval
times, it was bnle vo replace the original

wooden drawbridge over the moat

which it is planned ro reline and fll,
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THE BIRIDS AND THE TREES

T'he banks of the maat and dhe

parkland ulrn‘ﬂlhlﬁ?ﬂ the Hall and

adjoining charchyvard feature ash,
willow, holly and poplar trees, €
mextt side there are a everal anciemt
hawthorns, while o substannial
hawthorn '|'|-;..||_'|. surronnds ve sides
aof the moat and a long I-._-_--_h.l!:u-dgu
flanks one side of the park. As

cross the mont bridge, two i

form a effective liﬂl'!»\‘?;'f 4]

garden and halli

*

s combined AT O :
habirtar fir thee vared Ty GRd the
garden has a resident robin, a thrush
amcd o small family of m while

the moar has wildfow] visitors andd

[HWN THE FARM
Leawing the Hall and crossing the
moar E"IE'L.I!:L.'. could turn lele po visit
Clavton Community Farm, some 250
meters dlong Ashion R,
oy it part of the North East

. e im
the ey tirbdn landscape. Created in
1982 by lacal (a8 with the
wssistance of the Ciry Counil,
andd run entirely by sulunteers, it has
A nieresong vinge of faom animals

inelacing shoeep, goars, pigs, ponics

and chickens,

THE BRICK CHURCH

IF you have not visived the farm, turn
right on leaving the Hall enteance and
vou almost immiediately come across
the chinrch of Saint Cross (Grid
reference 5] 8803 9854, a all 19th
century building designed by William
Burrerficld who was known far his
budger conscious churches, Notice the
panterned brickwork, The interior is
surprisingly rich and a barn-like roof

towers above the nave.

CLAYTON PARK

On the other side of Clayton Street,
this rriangular area was purchascd by
Manchester Corporation in 1983 (o
develop inte a park and reereation
ground. Itincludes a children's play

area anid spores facilities.

Mow tarn into Clayvion Streer, at
the end of which the weleome
preenery of Clayron Vale
beckons VIO . _||.1\.|: afver the
Youth Centre, on vour left, vou
enter the Vale, Soon the embankmem
of an old mineral railway appears on
vour lefr. A late addition to
Manchester's rail nerwork, it was built
some fime berween 1898 and 1909 by
the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
Company to serve the power starion

and chemical works in the area, We

now climb the steps up ro the track
bed of the old single track line, bear
left over the brick archway until vou

reach the stcps which lead down o

Bank Street.




PHILIPS PARK
Opened in 1846, this 8 i first
municipal park in the sk Ir wok
jts name from Mark _.._ﬂ'I.: main
supporer of a pul'lli'ﬁ:_ rd

EX
campaign to which SitB

Two archacological

made in the park: 2 & coin (Grid

ref §] §73 991) mintest & reign of
b

Emperor Gallienus adtithalberd

thack to the

{a type of spear) dan

IR

e o] make

% |“‘
ekave the park

16th century

Fulleww the outer path
for the lodge entral

here tosee the cana

. for the catton mitllsiin the argai s

e lock house.

W OoA bR

FTROURLE AT *MILL

A water mill stood onthis site (Grid

ref §] $724 9923) a5 long as 500 years

vago. But there was troubled waters
here almest brom the start. There are

“records of dispures in 1561 and 1601
and in 1648 the mill was destroved by
a-crowd led by Humphrey Chetham’s
nephews Little now rentainz of this
wirbulent spot.
Omce over the badge weare in the
cematery. Originally part of the park
it apened in el 860 as the city centre

cemetérics filled up. [bconsists-of four

'{ﬁ like lml !cnwr harp;ﬁ ﬂi.nl.w, g
“af the canal. Thii canzl \.1!‘:‘“,11 [

L3

raw materials nished poodds: 1&{%{
b

x|

areas: Church of England, Roman

Catholic, Jewish ;'I-Il!j_.ﬂﬂl‘l-u.‘t‘ll]fu:l'tlll‘i[.

OLD C EI.-'H"LI-

Fils it serves the leisure 1|11IHHIL!.-|‘ e old chapel | h.l;u: plaques ta the
being used 1'\3 haliday boats qnd

two soldiers who won the "-"ILturl.l.

supporting a cycle route.. Cross and are baried in the

We mow retarn to Philips [".1r|{l I churchyard. They share their last
resting place with over 600 soldiers,
sailors and airmen and women who
taok part in campaigns from the
Mapoleomic Wars ro World War 2
Among them are two who took parr in
S poute i the Charge of the Light Brigade.

BULB TIME IN THE \-'ALLE"I‘ Thie exploits of five of them are

In Victorian times this was rhcd;{c af
famous displays of over Ilﬂ.@:ﬁ}tlhs.
visited by thousands of tuu‘al;ﬁﬁih:.
Though the present day disp

told i Appendix A.

*EULU”

The story of Private William Jones’

: i bravery was tald in the film “Zulu’.
more madest, it is still cxfn:r;il:ﬂ

colourful. The valley and hidden:
ot

path running close oo the river

He was the saldier who stayed in the

burning hospital to help his comrades
escape. For this and other brave

site of many mature frees andi=as -
: actiois during the bartle he

a gathering place for owls, e S s Vit Cro,
139 defenders beat off the repeated
assaitlts of some 4000 Zulus, Jenes,
born in Evesham Worcestershire

in 1839, later moved ro Manchester

and died in 1913,




THE FAMILY THAT WENT

DOWN WITH THE LUSITANIA

This is the grave of a family who
perished when a German U-boat
rorpedoed the *Lusicania® in the First
World War, OFf the 1906 passenpers
and crow, 1195 died, including
husband, wife and all four children
of the Bartley family This sinking
was a major reason for the Americans

entering the war

THE DISSENTERS GATE
This is the only cemetery in England
with a Dissenters Gate, reserved for
those people who did nor accepr the
teachings of conventional churches,
It is about 100m. along Cemetery

Road from Bank Street.

BANK BRIDGE PRINT
WORKS & TANNERY

(Grid ref. 5] 8742 9927)

The chimney behind the Jewish
Cemerery is all thar remains of the
onee extensive works complex shown

on Johnsons map of 1520

THE WILD FLOWER
MEADOW

{Grid ref. 5] 8742 9927)

This is the most important wild fower
mesadow in the Medlock Valley
The unusual acidity of the sml
plus the very dry conditions
provide a greater varicty of
species than anywhere else

in the area, including Ragged
Robin , Meadow Craneshill
and Oxeye Daisey

THE DAY THE BODIES
WERE WASHED AWAY
{Grad ref. 5] §776 99400

You will nonice that the River
Medlock, as it Aows past the cemetery,
is culverted with red brick work.

This was the result of the river
overflowing its banks in 1872, causing
bodies from the Catholic parr of the
burial ground to be washed
dewnstream, These had o be
recovered and re-inrerred.

We now re-enter Claveon Vale,

This was once a pleasant river valley
but was heavily polluted throwghont
the Industrial Revolution and as
recently as 1981, At this nime che City
Couneil purchased the enrire valley
and began an ambitious reclamation
programme spanning scveral vears,
The aim was to provide a pleasant
landscape setting, (o improve access
for walkers and ro create a wildlife
sanctuary About a quarter of a
million trees were plamted over an area
of 114 acres. A network of paths was
created and rwo pands were

developed.

The area is now a semi-mature

woodland with large open-grassed
areas, The Vale is ideal for walking
and the paths support bicyele and
harse-riding. The once heavily polluted
Medlock now has a returning fish
population and in the National Register
of Sites of Bological Importance,
Claveon Vale has a Grade C seatus.

37 varieties of trees and shrubs were
planted, including white poplar, aspen,
six types of willow, silver birch, sessile
oak, red oak, bird cherry, honey locust
and many others. 20 varietics of
grosses amud rushes have been
recognised and over 60 wild Aowers
have been recorded. Among the varied
fauna are the bank vole, the field vole,
ORI :llld FIF.'.I'I.‘I:I-' !ii“'i.'“'. 'Il';.' stoat,
and the weasel. The Pipistrelle bar,
Common Long Eared bat, Natterers bat,
and Daubentons bat have been abserved.
Most of the commaon bird species and
some rarer ones are found in the Vale,
plus Common Hawker and Common
Darter dragonilies together with
damselflies and many butterfly species,

amphibians and invertebrates,




FHE VALE'S

MAIN FISHING

(RIS T b

e surmounding slopes are
vipetated with bracken and nele.
Balsam Poplar occurs at the foot of the
slope with erack willows and sallow,
Ihe pond conrains hormwort, relatively
rare in this area, reed swamp, and
stibstanrial parches of reedmace.
Salix fragilitus oceurs in several places

with sea buckthorn near the

bridge over the river,

Several wild birds find the reeds a
sutable habitat, in particular mallard,
coot and moorhen. Among rthe
aquatic Rora can be found the
pondskarer, freshwarer louse,

water beetles, wandenng snails

and Tenkin's spireshell.

Twao species of dragonfly have been
abserved in flight and large carp are
readiby visible. Dominant species clinging

o the nearby river bank are Butterbur,

Mupgwort and Himalavan Balsam,

THE DISATIFEARING POND
Originally a very small pond and
gradually drving onr, this area is
dominated by Lesser Reedmace.
Bindweed has spread from the slope
inre the warer and around the reeds,
Surrounding it is Himalavan Balsam

amd Ficld Horscrails,

BUTTERFL
CORMNER
Between the two
paths near the river
is @ narrow strip
containing Birdsfoor Trefol which
attracts many bucterflics, espeaally the
Commoen Blue, The undedyving
material is pulverised ash from the
power station, which stood on the
site of the present Velodrome, so
vegetation was chosen to tolerate
alkaling and sale conditions, to
stabilise the slopes and fix nitrogen

without any further maimtenance,

THE OLD RAILWAY BRIDGE
The stone blocks are all that remains of
the railway bridge carrving the branch
line for the Print Warks thar lay on the
opposite side of the river. In the sourh
side of the river bank you can see
substantial remains with stanchions
and decking still visible, The bridge
went out of use when the Smallpox

Hospital was buile,

THE SMALLPFOX HOSPITAL

When the Manchester Ship Canal

opened, the ¢ty became an imland port
and was required to have an isalarion
hospital for sailors bringing in
infecrions diseases, Originally known
as Clayron Infections Diseases
Haospital, and shown as such on the
1909 Ovrddnance Survey map, it had

chanped its nome by 1933 o Clayron

A

-

sSmallpox Hospital, On the north bank
of the rver, opposite the site of the
primt works, you can clearly sce the
stone foundations with brick walling

on top of the stonewaork, To the south

of the river stood the nurses home,

and other associated buildings,

THE FRESHWATER PONID
Before crossing Clayton Vale Bridge a
detour on the northern side of the
river bank takes vou to the fresh water
pond. The fish stocks are low, and pike
predominare. There is an extensive
area of Common Reed | Lesser

Reedmace , Unbranched Burreed,




Common Duckweed, and Hard Rush.
Tall Rocket, and Grear Hairy
Willoswherh, both ||:u.'..'|"_1.' rare specics,
are found here. Dragonfly and
damselfly nymphs are seen, while
brooklime covers some of the damp
areas, This pond has the largest range

of aguaric Aora in the Vale

THE OLD PRINT WORKS
Returning to the Clayton Vale Bridge
from rthe fresh warer pond cross to the

site of the old prine works,

At asharp bend in the river,

o the south bank was Claveon
Vale Print Works (Grid ref. 5] 8831
9945), shown on Johnson's 1820 map,
By 1888 the OS map shows the works
as being disused and i 1909 the ten
buildings of rhe complex were

demolished leaving lirtle to be seen today

THE SALT ROAD

Clayton Vale Bridge (Grid ref.5] 8542
9943) stands on the site of a very
ancient crossing place. A salt road
crossed the river at this point, having
passed Clayton Hall, Clayton Mouwmnt
and Clayton Vale House on the south
side of the river. The House built in
the early 1800% was later the nurses
home for the hospiral and stood 100m

from the bridge.

The Mount abaut 300m further back
was built in the 1700s. The sale road
continwed north, passing Culcheth Old
Hall and Moston Hall on its way to
Rechdale and Rossendale.

Fram early tnimes, salt was an essential
ingredient for hife, as phrases hike *worth

his salt® and “the salt of the carth® confirm.

P v e

The sale eravelling chrough the Vale
would have originated in the Cheshire
salt mines, During the Roman
accupation the road would have been
wnder military control and the Romans
may have had a coneral point ar the
spot where the salt road crosses the

Roman Road at Briscoe Lane.

A UNIQUE SPOT

Just sauth of the bridge and 1o the
right is a damp area, unigue because it
is the only spot in the Vale which
provides the right habitar for

Brocklime . The soggy hollow is

flanked by Great Hairy Willowherb,

and is overshadowed by a mass of
Butterbur. Towards the river, where the
Tand is drier, saplings of small oak
and beech have been planted. Berween
them are two locally rare species of

Yarrow and Greater Knapweed.

CULCHETH BDYE

WORKS

As von near the Visitors Cemt H.‘.:I .
large open landscaped area on the
opposite side of the river marks the
site of the dve works, (Grd ref.5] 8861
9949) shown on the 1893 OF map as a
collecrion of builldings with large
reservoirs. Because the more modern
dyeworks made a greater demand on
the warer supply than could be provided
b thee river, the industry moved elsewhere,
Culcheth Dyvewarks, latterly known as
the Failsworth Dyeing and Finishing
Warks, fell into disuse in the lare 19605

and the site has since been landscaped.




FTHE CLAYTON
- VALE VISITORS
Cmron VALE | CENTRE
N OB I'he centre provides
information and
photographs of the trail and has open
prassland suitable for pienies, On the
narch bank of the river vou see a flat
aren of grassland which was the site of
a mumber of cotages, domolished in
the 196005, Before you cross Clayton

Yridie, turn right and walk a few

humdred metres up Edge Lane to No.530.

LIEUTENANT JAMES KIRK
Born at Cheadle Flulme, James Kirk
prined The Manchester Regiment in
FErl b, wis woniided i the Dardenelles
campaigi, and after recovering, served
in France, On Movember 4th 1918, just
a week before the war ended, he was
kalled after displaving “conspicuous
bieavery® and showing “supreme
contempt of danger” for which he was
awarded the Vietoria Cross, The war
poser Walired Owen was killed in the
s action, News of James Kirk's
death reached Droylsden on Armistice
Pvav, amd saddened a day of rejoicing
i rhie e,

W o retrace our steps and eross

 laveon Bridye,

CLAYTON BRIDGE AND
COATES FARM

A bridie at this site (5] 8910 9243)

is mentioned as far back as 1697,
Before this there was a ford, suggesting
an ancient river crossing which might
have been used since prehistoric nimes.
Caoates Farm (5] 8908 99458) held a
summer gala for local children before
the First World War with races, rea
and lemonade, The stone wall nexe to
the river 18 |1I1rl\.1]1|:|' one of the
remaiming walls of the farmbouse,
This area of Clayton is known to
locals as ‘Daddy Nailors® after a

popular publican in Clayron Vale,

THE BAY HORSE INN

Pawse for refreshiment! (5] 8915 9949)
Onginally a farm building, it became
A ]ml'- in the 19th century, the Grey
Mare. The mn served the small hamlet
which sprang up in the 18th and 19th
centuries as a result of the dye and

print works,







exisls. I"\I:'L
Hu;lwming'

fact, decoran

vanried inoies wild

A19TH CENTURY

HOME GUARD

At the junction of Briscoe Lane and
Culeheth Lane is All Saints Church
(SD 8830 0038}, built in the 19th

tury to replace an carlier church of

the presence of so
By far the most abunda
poplars and sycamores; bur
alse many ash and horsechesti

Rather less abundant are beech unJ"u ™

silver birch, Recent plantings have
included sessile English oak and
MNorway maple. You will also find
willow, hally, cherry and hawthom here,
The birdlife of the park is quite rich,
including most of the common species.,
Some of the more uncommon ones

include the great spotted woodpecker,

olderest, linnet,

include grey
ficldmice, the

w sles and, in
summer, pipistrelle isects and
bugs haml_?lrpt'l:_ﬁﬁ urveyed b
of the cummﬂueﬂpu:

THE CLOUGH A
PARADISE  ~
“The clough in Brookdale
ref SD 880 003) runs for
yards and is connected
sunken rose garden wi
Old Hall. The erees here 4
paplars, with ash and elnf;
blue tits and woodpigeon {1

be seen. As the path rises it colfigs tf

the simken rose garden; most Brinsh

finches have been recorded here. O

repular visitors are the dunnock and ©

the ween, Close to the rose garden
there are three remarkable survivors of
the Dutch Elm Disease which struck
Britain in the 1970s and which may
also have been responsible for the great

top of thedell. 7

DELL TWO {SD 880 003) o
Dell Two has been left to enjoy a
natural life eycle. The large number of
trees here have deposited a rich humus
on the ground, making an
entomologist’s paradise. The dead and
dying trees provide food for the greater
spotred woodpeckers, tirs, and ree
creepers, Sparrowhawks are regular
visitors and at night tawny owls and
foxes may be observed. The trees are

mainly marire horse-chestnut with

ODPEN HABITAT (SD 880 003)

s arca is described by birdwarchers
Y \" pen habitat’. Magpies, crows
ish use their powerful

ivorms and

, wattle and daub which
in 1808, Inside are the

rd formed 1o fight the expected
sion by Napoleon. When the

, originally a Roman
efield, off Deansgare

wirs built between
about 79 and 84 AD by the 20th legion
of the Roman Armed Forces. It then
continued into the Yorkshire Pennines.
On Johnson's 1820 map, Briscoe Lane
is called Back Lane, It acquired irs
present name after a house called

Briscoe, opposite Briscoe Lane School,
Ie’s a good idea to finish the trail in
Gaskell Sereet {return past the church)
where a section of the Roman road
was excavared in the last century and
found 1o be 24 feer wide. It had a
gravel surface and was supported by
logs aver boggy ground.

You could end your walk on a ‘green’
note by looking in on the recreation
ground on Gaskell Street.
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